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In the fall of 2019,  

Texas’s Higher Education 
Enrollment was  
1.7 million.  
39.2% (664,512)  
WERE LATINO.1

ONLY 44% of Texas’s  
economically disadvantaged  
high school students ARE 
CONSIDERED COLLEGE READY.4

STUDENTS ADMITTED TO UT AUSTIN IN 20189

In 2018,  

115,735 LATINO 
STUDENTS  
GRADUATED  
from Texas’s public 
institutions.2

In 2016, there were 25,151 in-state tuition students that benefitted from the 
Texas Dream Act program—which extends in-state tuition and grant eligibility 
to non-citizen residents of the state—who accounted for just 1.5% of all 
students enrolled in public colleges and universities.5 While undocumented 
status is not exclusive to one racial/ethnic group, Latino immigrants make up 
nearly 90% of Texas’s non-citizen/undocumented population.6

Under Texas’s Top 10% Rule, which passed in 1997, Texas students who 
graduate in the top 10% of their high school class are guaranteed automatic 
admission to all state-funded universities. The rule was intended to address 
the issue of student diversity (income, ethnic/racial, and geographic) in Texas 
public universities, particularly at the two flagship institutions—The University 
of Texas at Austin (UT Austin) and Texas A&M University.

33% OF 
ENROLLED 
STUDENTS 
received  
Pell Grants  
in 2019.3

The Top 10% rule is the  
principal admissions driver for 
Latinos—84% OF ADMITTED  
LATINO STUDENTS AT UT AUSTIN 
were admitted through the top 10% rule.7,8
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Latinos make up more than half of the state’s low-income population.10
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About UnidosUS

UnidosUS, previously known as NCLR (National Council of La Raza), is the nation’s largest 
Hispanic civil rights and advocacy organization. Through its unique combination of expert 
research, advocacy, programs, and an Affiliate Network of nearly 300 community-based 
organizations across the United States and Puerto Rico, UnidosUS simultaneously challenges 
the social, economic, and political barriers that affect Latinos at the national and local levels.

For more than 50 years, UnidosUS has united communities and different groups seeking 
common round through collaboration, and that share a desire to make our country stronger. 
For more information on UnidosUS, visit www.unidosus.org, or follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter.

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board has analyzed the extent 
to which the two flagship universities and the other public universities are 
enrolling student populations that reflect the racial/ethnic diversity of the 
state’s 18- to 22-year-old population. While enrollments have increased for 
Latino students between 2009 and 2018 at the two flagship universities 
and at other Texas public universities, more must be done to increase 
diversity at the two flagship universities.11
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