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Background
The Affordable Care Act (ACA)1, enacted on March 23, 2010, currently provides health
coverage to more than 20 million people.2 In order to qualify for health coverage under the
ACA, individuals must be U.S. citizens or lawfully present, and they cannot be incarcerated
or have income that is more than 400% of the federal poverty level.3 Under Title 1-Subtitle
A of the Affordable Care Act, unmarried children below the age of 26 are ensured
dependent health coverage.4 Many college students benefit from this act; however, such
benefits are not extended to recipients of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
because of their non-permanent status.5 Today, approximately 454,000 undocumented
students attend a college/university in the United States.6
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “seven out of ten U.S.
deaths are caused by chronic illness;”7 such diseases can be prevented and monitored by
health screenings and primary care consultations. Providing affordable health coverage to
undocumented students can reduce the risks of preventable health problems.

The Need
“Research confirms that students do better in school when they are emotionally and
physically healthy. They miss fewer classes, are less likely to engage in risky or antisocial
behavior, concentrate more, and achieve higher test scores. Unfortunately, too many
students go to class in less-than-optimal health.”- ASCD Whole Child Initiative8
In the Latino community, health coverage is not a guaranteed privilege. Latinos are three
times more likely to be uninsured than non-Hispanic Whites; overall, a quarter of Latinos
are uninsured.9 Simultaneously, the number of Latinos who enroll in but do not graduate
from college is a persistent problem. Latino students graduate from four-year and twoyear colleges at rates of 54% and 19% respectively.10 This sharply contrasts with the 63%
of White students who graduate from four-year colleges and the 25% who graduate from
two-year colleges.11 The idea that these two phenomena—lack of access to health care
and lower-than-average graduation rates—are correlated poses the question of whether
guaranteeing health coverage to Latino college students, especially those who are
undocumented, could improve college graduation rates.
The need for the Latino community to have access to preventative health care and mental
health resources has amplified with the COVID-19 pandemic. According to data from
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the Latino community is 2.8 times more likely
than White, non-Hispanic people to contract COVID-19 and 4.6 times more likely to be
hospitalized.12 Access to health care is critical for Latinos and should be immediately
provided to undocumented college students who lack it.

Our Ask
We request that Congress extend eligibility of the Affordable Care Act to DACA recipients
attending college. An estimated 216,000 college students are DACA-eligible;13 the average
monthly cost of health insurance for a 21-year-old is $200,14 totaling $2,400 per year.
The cost of health insurance coverage for all DACA-eligible college students adds up to
approximately $519 million, significantly lower than the $6.2 billion that the DACA-eligible
population contributes to the national economy.15
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Impact
In 2019, about 28.9 million people continued to lack health insurance coverage.16 Uninsured
individuals have cited that the main reason for not seeking health coverage is the high cost
of health insurance. Undocumented immigrants continue to be part of this group, as they
are ineligible to apply for Medicaid or marketplace health coverage under the current ACA.
Undocumented students pursuing post-secondary education are assets who will play
significant roles in the future of this country. However, they face hardship when attempting
to access quality health care, amid financial insecurity that cannot be ameliorated due to
ineligibility for federal financial aid or certain scholarships.
A simple wellness visit can have a dramatic impact on long-term health, preventing many
chronic diseases.17 Students should be able to focus on their academic progress without
the worry of not being able to afford the cost of a simple checkup. Health care is a
human right and should not be defined by an individual’s immigration status.
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