M’ National Hispanic Leadership Agenda

April 5, 2022

The Honorable Janet L. Yellen
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20020

The Honorable Charles P. Rettig
Commissioner

Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20224

Dear Secretary Yellen and Commissioner Rettig:

As leaders of civil rights and advocacy organizations that work to empower the more than
62 million Latinos in the U.S., we respectfully request that the tax filing deadline for
2022 be extended to June 15, 2022. We make this request on behalf of the National
Hispanic Leadership Agenda, a coalition of nearly 50 Latino organizations that brings
together Hispanic leaders from across the country to advance the well-being of Hispanic
communities.

There are several reasons that we seek this extension. First, as explained in our 2020-
2024 Hispanic Public Policy Agenda, we strongly support the Child Tax Credit (CTC), as
it is one of the most effective ways of alleviating child poverty. Simply put, the
Department of Treasury and on-the-ground community partners need more time to reach
working families who qualify for the CTC and communicate how the credit can be
accessed. In Puerto Rico, for example, there is a new, comprehensive outreach campaign
being conducted to share information about the CTC with eligible families, many of
whom are being introduced to the IRS for the first time given that residents are generally
not required to pay federal income taxes. By extending the tax filing deadline, we can
continue to build on a clear form of communication that focuses on getting struggling
families to access the CTC relief that they qualify for, rather than on a premature need to
file taxes.

The CTC is particularly important to Latinos, given that Hispanic children make up 26%
of all kids in the U.S., yet 41% of those who live in poverty. In one recent survey, Latino
respondents (64%) were less likely to report claiming the CTC compared to white (76%)
and Black respondents (76%). Additional time is needed to ensure that federal assistance
is reaching Latino and marginalized communities on an equitable basis.

Another rationale for the tax filing deadline extension is the significant backlog in
processing applications for Individual Tax Identification Numbers (ITINs), which are
used by individuals without a social security number to file their taxes. Extending the
deadline would help ensure that more people are able to pay their taxes and contribute to
our nation’s economic well-being. Lastly, contrary to other taxpayers, families that need
an ITIN to present a tax return have only until the tax filing deadline to claim the CTC,
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even if they are not expected to owe money to the IRS and should get a refund. More time can
make a difference for families that need to line up the appropriate paperwork and navigate the rules
and regulations required to apply for an ITIN and to file taxes.

Extending the deadline to file taxes is critically important for the economic well-being of Latino
communities, which have been disproportionately harmed by the economic devastation unleashed
by the COVID-19 pandemic. We urge you to provide this extension and provide the relief that is

much needed at this time.

Sincerely,
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